[Computed tomography for evaluation of hepatocellular carcinoma after treatment with transarterial chemoembolization].
Totally 135 series of computed tomography (CT) and angiographic examination were performed in 53 patients with proved hepatoma treated by TAE. CT examination was performed four to six weeks after TAE, and a comparative angiographic examination was performed within three weeks after CT examination. The pictures of CT scanning were read to determine 1). the grading of lipiodol retention inside the tumor, 2). the presence/absence of filling defect in the tumor margins coated by lipiodol, 3). the presence/absence of residual tumor tissue within or surrounding the main tumor, and 4). the presence/absence of developed satellite nodules. In comparison with angiographic findings, CT demonstrated 96.3% specificity and 58.2% sensitivity in the grading of lipiodol filling, and 96.3% specificity and 65.7% sensitivity in the tumor margins of lipiodol coating. However, it was difficult for CT to detect small nodules, especially those less than 1 cm in diameter. We find no statistically significant association between newly developed satellite nodules and grading of lipiodol retention inside the tumor or tumor margins of lipiodol coating. Therefore, when CT pictures reveal filling defect over the margins of the tumor coated by lipiodol or less-than-50% lipiodol filling inside the tumor, repeated angiography and further treatment with TAE are suggested.